SLM – A.5: EXTENSION SCOUTING.

Scouting provides the Boys with activities like playing, meeting people, making friends, working together and helping others. Scouting is fun for them. We know the boys like to do the unusual and they will not hesitate to take risk. That is their nature. Even if he is handicapped physically, his mind craves for all the above mentioned things. If his physical disability becomes desperate he may feel isolated. This is quite unfortunate. This should not happen. Quoting B.P’s last message, “God sent us to this jolly world to be happy and enjoy life. Be contended with what you have and make best of it. Look on the bright side of things instead of the gloomy one”.

Here they need activities that suit them. Their activities should help them to mingle with other boys of their age and taste. We know that Scouting activities are well designed to cater to the needs and interests of the boys in general. A slight alteration in the programme of Scouting will help the disabled ones. We can be proud of claiming that Scouting is the only uniformed youth organisation that extends training to the disabled, whether it is by birth or by diseases or by accidents both physically and mentally.

Extension Scouting is a branch of Scouting (The word ‘Scout’ shall include a ‘Cub’ as well as ‘Rover’) for boys who suffer from physical or mental handicaps such as blindness, deafness, dumbness, physical deformation or mental deficiency.

What the youth need is a background. We have a background to give them in Scouting and it is the background that God has provided for everybody – The open air, happiness and usefulness. He finds himself doing greater things than possibly what he fore-saw in taking up the job, for he finds himself rendering a life – worth service for man and God. As Socrates has rightly said, “No man goeth about a more Godly purpose than he who is mindful of upbringing not only his own but of other people’s children”. Here he refers the case of normal children in general. When it turns to the disabled children it becomes more divine. It is what we are doing in extension Scouting.

We provide them with Scouting and make them feel that they too can be healthy, happy and helpful. The only thing is that, they should be exempted from the activities which they are unable to do due to their handicap. For example, a blind boy not be able to participate in seeing Kim’s game. Like this, a lame boy can participate in all activities except foot drill or vigorous running events.

There are alternative activities for handicapped boys at all Sopan levels. As per A.P.R.O. Part II, an extension Scout shall pass the tests prescribed for a Scout except those from which he is excepted in view of his handicap. In such case he shall pass the alternate tests prescribed for an Extension Scout. The rules laid down from time to time shall apply to such an Extension Scout.

A Group of Extension Scouts may be formed in a Hospital, Institution, Colony or School. An Extension Scout may also become a member of a regular Scout Group. A group of Extension Scouts shall function under the jurisdiction of a Local or District Association as the case may be.

To be a successful Scout Masters of a Handicapped Group, one must know much about boys in general and about the disabled in particular. The best way to find out the problems of the handicapped is to meet them and talk to them. You naturally want to find out as much as possible about the problems of the handicapped Scouts. But you must be careful not to give the impression of trying into things that they would consider private. Explain what you are doing and why, before starting to ask any questions. Don’t be too abrupt with your questioning. Be prepared to let the conversation flow naturally if that happens and bring it back later to the things you want to ask.

Conduct survey to find out the facilities we can use for such boys. Go around various public buildings and places such as libraries, post office, shopping centres, public parks and so on. Find out how many public lavatories are there in your area with facilities for the handicapped people. What facilities do the public vehicles have for them? What are the formal education facilities available for them? What about the hospital facilities? Are there any special centres of recreation, hobbies, and vocational guidance for them? After collecting the data, we can put our heads together with like-minded organisations and explore the possibilities of providing better service to the handicapped. 

